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For seven decades, our understanding of World War II has been shaped by a standard narrative

built on conventional wisdom, propaganda, the dramatic but narrow experiences of soldiers on the

ground, and an early generation of historians. For his new history, James Holland has spent over 12

years unearthing new research, recording original testimony, and visiting battlefields and archives

that have never before been so accessible. In The Rise of Germany, the first of a major new

three-part history of World War II in the West, he weaves together the experiences of dozens of

individuals, from civilians and infantrymen to line officers, military strategists, diplomats, and heads

of state, as well as war strategy, tactics, and the economic, political, and social aspects of the war to

create a captivating book that redefines and enhances our understanding of one of the most

significant conflicts in history. Beginning with the lead-up to the outbreak of war in 1939 and ending

in 1941 on the eve of Operation Barbarossa, the Nazi invasion of Russia, The Rise of Germany is a

masterful history of the war on land, in the air, and at sea, destined to generate significant scholarly

debate and reader interest.
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James Holland is a historian, writer, and broadcaster. The author of the bestselling Fortress Malta,

Battle of Britain, Dam Busters, and others, he has also written numerous works of historical fiction.

Holland regularly appears on television and radio, and has written and presented the

BAFTA-shortlisted documentaries Battle of Britain and Dam Busters for the BBC, among others. His



writing has appeared in magazines and newspapers including the Sunday Telegraph, for whom he

went to Helmand Province in Afghanistan, The Times, Daily Mail, and BBC History Magazine. A

fellow of the Royal Historical Society, and cofounder and program director of the hugely successful

Chalke Valley History Festival, Holland has also advised the British government on history

curriculum and has his own collection at the Imperial War Museum.
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